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WILLIAM MA NCKSSTER 

AUTHOR Or* KENNEDY 300K , .\) r>2 PUQLIcvFn rv iom 

anointment with director/ fo : jo a?m.^ e-^4 ?/ 

. . , B * ^oininent, I introduced William Manchester, who has been*'*-'* • « a 

1 - -'th^ ~‘ S * . u °; ,n F * Kc ' nnedy t0 write a book concerning the four days V ' S ' i ^ 
... 0 the ftssass. nation and funerrl t\f u»a ti .■ j . . .. — * 



V* e , assassination. and Am.il 'of to '§. 

’•“' today in the Director's Office. * Erector at £> 

.• ic - ' 

f L, t w ^- ? ' nchcs ter first thanked the Director for seeing him. He cxnltinJ^ 

h acLol n G fj n ap ^r° ximateli ' 90 P e °P’6» principally in Washington; however 

*!? ,i!^V b ♦ * £UaS> Texas « ir * aS:r * JCh as Chief Justice Warren felt thit he shwll 

*” ^T inter ‘^ in *«« until after the Warren Commission 




. ’ * •».v* 6 wui WU# aim? uirector aavisea the Ailornpv 

at a news announcement had been made tliat the President had been wounded/ The 

hG next tolked t0 the SAC of our Office in iZtTftw^breft 
c h * * *. Maiden, had been wounded and had beer, taken to the Parkland Memorial HosnitS 
adv , is * d ; kat Governor Connally had been shot and was now iX emergencT 
oom v.th ^enr.c-cy at the same hospital. Mrs. Kennedy and Mrs. Connally. vi o were * 
same car, had not been hit. The SAC told the Director that itap paired tliat 
/ S> ;‘. .I 1 :® come from a yPPcr s^ry window of the Texas Book Depository^ lining. .• 

Inclosure- 1 . (>•/ 1 * ' ' ' ^ • " *' •' ‘ 
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Dc-Lc-ch i o Mohr 6-4-64 

Viliam IvT.'.nchester, Author of Kennedy Book"’:* : 

- • ■ - ■ PubllSned in 19C9 . . - 

Director, 1C;I0 a. nu, C-4-64 ! 

t^&i day that tl.c F^tidcnUnd dic'df ' t°- D^ r&S-°f d lhe *?. ireGtor shortly a/ter 2:C ; V^. m# : 
Genera) once again and told .Mm of the do- ‘h e* Ms fc£?h e^&tely caUed the Attorney * . : 

- to whether the A -tornev Ge -" ^ “ At Ulis time the Director ' 

that he L.c advised the Attorney Genera’ that? 1 / * -ch r°’^ 0 D?l l aS * TilG Director stated 

ficiWaie - is departure and arrival. The Dire-*T- tnMr NVGre , In e ‘ 3 n-king he would *: 
O^r Dallas G.Tice tolled once a-ain to in 'ic^r ^ « d ^ an f! ;cstcr that Gorily thereafter 
irtl r»e</i aieiy flown back to Vv; shir^ton -rd tha* r"\r- C 5n' csiGGnt,s body would be ... 

*? * * The tad a!r «<* t»*» stvorr. 

tlal the ret was Korins in;<> thcfawStiltt om i£n y °? nera ? ° !,ce a S ai " and Mm 
rei took this action desoite the (act £- t’thore’ v-*i,?i reCt0r t^ 0 '’‘ sed Manchester that the 
tM-st'jaa the President. • L,ere vas »» •*» making it a Federal violation to 
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KSsassinwfion of*S a krief history of the'"'\'-V ‘' 'V 

law against askauluS or mm^rin^PPr ?. tbe # m f id ? 1 5 1920?s * There was no 
tcd<f Wancncster he initiated action to nrkelt a'ped'nd^r* 1 ^ Ume \ 1116 D: ‘'*' ?tor • 
Ag^l so cleat proper action could be tai-en inAjfiV* 1 C1 . lme 10 assault or kil i an FBI 
soch matters. • . “ Ukcn ^ FeGfira J court rather than a local court in 
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Harvey osJe^jr c ' o u 'f u the FBI hi,d ta '*» c “^oJy of 'A ; 

Pireetor stated that the'murdcr of OstoW toaSw*mtoMn l, ® d by J . ack R “ b), • Tne ■ 
speculation and rumor All of this m , !? y ^ by naturall y nse to considerable 
proper action to protect haw kM « ? void ? d ** «>e Dallas police taken i 

' .. * - \ 

<«|KU'non-Iu^icU l Sr^^l"??^ ,ha 5 ‘ h . e FBI ‘"’"'ediately entered ’the easel ; 

The Director slated that’ on the’evonini of^'ovTmboiTs' 1 1^3°°^ ^ * aS "^ da avall »Me. 

imour.t of publicity cor^hfg wt^of b D^Iasti°^ ^~. b w ^ 

0' : .sid‘»r M e i.Tcr 3r t0r th . en i old Manchester that the Dallas police had rlvih out"-' •' * 
! foinuu on received as a result of FBI findings, Darticul-'-’v «• 

ofVo"^ t^rry and^o?d^ ) 

ssrssina-'om ^ sAmUi respect to the evacence or investigation surrounding the*' 
ss ( .ssina..on. . he Director told Manchester that this Chief of Police could hive told 

i{4 ’ : j : #J 

\ #: :Vr- *; v ;v • a .r •’ Sri 
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irtstruci ' ‘ C ' cr f. ^ recogn.zed rue oovious necessity and logic of ci'ek’vi*; f 

iwtruwi.on. and naa compaed. Tne Director explained to Manchester at some li^rk - '"A 
Uvs-r.ecoasi.y to Keep physical evidence confined prior to the prosecution of ,*a * 

M 63 * n . 1T JL h l- ir5 t i0 f told Manchester that on Saturday evening,' November 23; 

C:ac ? *** rec ® ive , d an ftaonymass telephone caU indicating that *HaJU ,v* 
had beer .naoe 10 lnurocr Oswalc. when he was removed from the Dallas City J-Ilf 

£?{ the D : ,llas Chief of Pc,lice immediately. The Director told Manchester V~ s 

■ ;* P 1? *» s l°S r0in0vai 01 0sw2 - ld had been made for 10:00 p. m, that Saturday ; 

,-T U ^ however » changed these plans by acceding to the pressure 

M J itr' e ^rh Slt ° oN ' ,£ld be removed at a convenient time so that communications media - 
cov Id cover the event. Our Dallas Office again called the Dallas Police Department cn ' 
Sun Ay morning, November 24, 1S63, and reminded that Department of the sarae'.'.hch r.-?- 
anonym cws telephone call. At that time the Chief of Police 9'4^rfSt>or Dallas Office 
all precautions were being taken to protect Oswald, . . _ . g|g||g. 

, n^c: _T ne DIrector informed Manchester that followmig'the President’s call ' "* 

Nove ™ ber 22 i 1933 > he gave specific instructioni.that the FBI do everything 
possiite j) thoroughly investigate this case. The Director stated that additional 

• He told Manchester this was necessary 7 - .f 
dquarters, as well as other offices, received 



ptrs fn-wl were Immediately sent to Dallas. He told Manchester this was necessary 
inssmuca as our Dallas Office and FBI Headquarters, as weU as other offices, receive* 
hon-recs and hundreds of phone calls, telegrams and letters setting forth leads bt ; * 

r; ; ' • • • •••* ;••-•••• ■.* 

Manchester inquired as to whether the Director placed any significance •• 
if , e a ? 0r *yra°us phone call concerning the plan to murder Oswald. The Director replied ’ 
we had no way of knowing at the time whether any importance should be attached or 
not; however, we did have the responsibility to immediately notify the Dallas police. . 7' f 
vmchwe did. ... ... * *77 “ • T . ~ 

7 '• 

^ T’he Director characterized Jack Ruby as somewhat of a ’’police buff . * 
As a result of his friendship with a number of police officers he had easy accessibility 
to the Dallas Police Department, The Director stated that he did not know whether Ruby'* 
reported insanity was of the sincere or faked type Inasmuch as we were not psychiatrists. » 
ne stated that Ruby had given the excuse that he had killed Oswald because of his obvious .< 
affection for the late President and the fact that he wanted to prevent any further sorrow - 

* ■*. 1 Vr t . . • . • ... . " __ * 
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Manchester inquired as to whether the Director was yJteh{nV».Wc*r : - : * 

•Sngono 

e e t '2 y Cuments and memoranda as well as to prepare htaseU tor Interns. : 



*•*'**.<.» 




achir* Fe iSS V . to > >i '* 5l< ? 1 l «» u <« of »e wireserrtiV Meter ^ 
*»•* &£ “e mreSrnS^ ^ £ ?* ‘ ' 






63 with our iin?« ftwv t ld Man chesser that his first conversation on November 22/ 
Dallas Oat ice occurred at approximately 1:48 p.m. The Director was 
that sime that the President was not believed to be dead yet but that he had : ' 

U to the fuT 1 T T h ?, DireCt0r niontioned that on the occasion of ^ second - ' . 
to tne Attoi ney General, the Attorney General had indicated that he had also been in 

i nu -“ be 5 fc 0f ? e Presi ^ntial Staff and had been informed of a number « * 

.cJs concerning the shooting and the fact that the President had died. 






*' Manchester Inquired as to the Director's opinion of the Attorney General*** 
\ ,! on . u | r)Jn boit l? formed that the President had been shot. The Director replied • • 

e D^ U ^S^ ne 7r had sile , nt for a few nioraonts and then requested that 
a Director keep h.m informed of any further facts received concerning this matte-* -* 

i\h^° r ul d J,:a , nchcster that the Attorney Genei-al is usually very o.uiet l\ manner : 
ta he has all tne necessary facts of a given situation. The Director siated that the 
w0 * ney G ^noi'a.l was not the explosive type unless he became angry** >• - j? . 

k — ; — c. r-. : ... •_ _ •• 4 * , • . . . * . .7 J* .£,£••. -- *• 

• •• • — . . .. »•..* , ' ' | *. ** 1 j1 * • • ^ ■■ •••» %4«* • .* **.*.» • 
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>oLca.ch tc Mohr 6-4-64 ' 






1! o'. m " Vov^-'-r 22 r «4 tte ® Sr *?K r ' “?* »• President'* call t6 ihc Di^tSfiV 
££S£L& “ .V *“ * <f «--*•• «a?« «*» the FritlA* 



r--- P -- 0 - | nV rr; ;r, ,n,as,0!1 l 9 IOOK into the assassination.' : ' 

.-V^^o'vl •;. h< l slcr . t ^ t £n Fo: re P 01 * befen sent to the Warren Commission 

.. ; n t. ; da} s a.cer the Presiaent had set up this body. The Director stated that he'^ ; ' 

V «>™ Ccaixlssioa and that he consUered UuJ 



. Th ® DIre clar told Manchester that the statement that some of the- ~"*lv . ■ 

:^v; u “° n n ‘l y b3 Wlthbeld b y ^e Warren Commission naturally gave rise to further -V. 

. ^---Chester replied that he could understand the Chief Justice’s statement in this 
" 0t iust *? y individual Should be allowed to look at ftl claSSof 
if * 5 . » Commi . ssxon hy so >-« asencies. The Director replied that the issue 
w th J l exccssive Precautions of security is unwise. The Director ex- >lair.ed 
r V, “ ever boen a Great believer in wasteful precautions or going overboard 

“ VC s< T curIly * He stated Uwl an ibsm is either classified or else it isn’t 
Z r ° r Cav ? eXAmplcs 01 leaks 111 Government that have' given several 

, S { extreme cause and worry. Ke stated that the FBI is usually called upon to 

r-MS TiJp h t°'f’ e i , »K , * n «r WSpai>ermen nabiraU y d0 not desire to reveal their '• . 

D * r «ctor stated that If newspapermen did reveal such sources that quite ' 
turaJy the sources would dry up, • .C . . , ^ 



• *>v •.. - . - 

<* 'y- * 



Manchester inquired of the Director as to whether the assassination case • 
:S rce ° r ’ 2 m ^ or COn cern following the President’s call at 7:25 p.m., November 22. • , 
* j . Dir<? CvOr stated that as he had previously Indicated, the FBI had already • - ; 

tered this case. Ke added, however, that after the President’s caU we went all out In * 
f ucb ^ings as working around the clock, sending a Washington-based FBI official 
• Dallas ar.d adding approximately 30 Agents to the Dallas personnel complement. The -** 
rector stated that we still have at least 50 men who are tied up in running down leads 
i this particular case throughout the FBI’s service. He stated that this case will never » 
c-csod from an investigative point of view inasmuch as we will continually receive' * ' ! 
ads, many from mental cases, which necessarily have to be checked cut, •-••r-iLLr • 
;v': v "- rrr r - — v-r-. j j 

Sy-V**-.: -Uu.': * m - ~.Z 1 \ 

>•’ -. . r * ..,4 ,. . / ^ . ‘ \ j ; -.oc-rfe:-. > •• , 
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eLczch to Mohr 6-4-64 

c: V ;:’ I :^ n \J”" nchcster J Author of Kennedy Book 
:o Bo Pub'.ishod in 1SS9 . .. .... 

_ -^ointincai-viih Director, 10:10 cm., 6-4-64 

- • - ‘ :• v.. ' ' . * . • • • . - 

ing a Feioi-4'c&l^ e i“ :Il !. Ciittcr <* »SX-«i<tent being as V-' 

■ ^ c -taied w.e cr.b.tc. i&djust never been considered* - > „ * / 

Manchester incurred 2,5 to whe^'-^r the fpt v.,» _ ■■■■• 

fore the assassination. The Director replied U- *t ve fldH veso^Vnfn °?.° SWaId 

»> “® U* S. Embassy. Manchester sooke uo and stated that tfco 

•*’ l e K*r ni CI , a “T «“» ted wanted to find out if Oswald tedcommitud 

vs fo’ivn-t v h , 2 Dl * eclor continued that we had interviewed Oswald within two orV~ee 

; ^ |* 1“ , as a Marxist rather tlian a communist. The Director added that ' • 

* r -, b0<m lnle , rv “ *" K«» Ort«tn. after getting into a sLeet 6 c^’.' >'■ 

mm ? r te ^ ^ >»**« «.» «* ** a^wSr^ 

c.nc..esver tha.t O^uald could best be termed a •loner.” He explained Oswald** v *‘ 
jrar.'.urncatior.s with the Communist Party in the United States but added that Oswald 

‘a mn‘ "‘*o J kLl 1 G G - i k ^ ^1 Ct ° r t0ld ° f Uve lncidents surrounding Oswalds >•> . 

.amot t o kill G^r.e.al V/alker in Dallas. He added that Oswald's wife X'artna k.d ■ 

unseu us cd this incident following the assassination. The Director summarized this 
•-h' ‘J^d re? wVi h^" 2 there appeared to be nothing in Oswald's background ’ 

X J ed Vj d t o 1^,2?! i! Wa f f ™ n of ? oler ‘ ce and most certainly nothing which • 
,.f d tnat . ° 3V>ald had any intentions of assassinating the President. - — * v- rv;.-. 

d » Manchester asked if the Director did not find It odd that Mrs. Oswald •' 

failed to tell anyone about the attempted assassination of General V/alker until after 
°. :r *-/f, 2r of .? rc ! ld ? nt Ke,ui0d y* ^e Director replied that he did not find this odd in .- . 

f*n OcuirM cw/? 41. A 1 ^ . * 
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— contrary »;;tu v cm creni ameuae altogether^ - : He stated 

; ’-"ss^^S mflCanCe In Mrs * 0swald ’ s failure to advise or this incident prior to the 
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Ljii. jO.’.oh io iv'o'ir 6-4-C4 

*o I5o Published in 1S69 

Appointment with Director, 10:10 a, m. , 6-4-04 



I'-.-.icnc-s.cr, ^f; u ^ ;or °* Kennedy Eook 
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l'-- ?*' iioerai type. He stated th?t p r ^t7«f £ -resident Kennedy 

<*-epirt£, peace with honor. He stated t v at Presfd-n* — ^ * Kennedy had been desirous of 

MU* ™e peaces co-o.isler.ce 



in Ids de 



ican Style. The Director added that the tw^T ,?. eS * red Peaceful co-exis 
ealin-s with Khrushchev. had a P irlv r! : r ?,* ul0u - h had been firm 
: ov.et Union. The Director summed uo by statS tH Q=u M ^^shchc-v and the 
V’ 1 * l -~° President because the President hid rf M u% ^ Oswald could not have desired to ' 
he Communist Party and Chairman KhAi^che^ * *’ ** SJ?0ken ****** •&&* : T 

2d not like th e ^relaM onshi tj S ^tweem the^ate 6 ^^side^t °° ni* vi! s t s i including Oswald,-*.. -: 
iommur.ists desired to do aw^y'with Pres^der^^Vnnl^ and ^hrushcl;ev; therefore, & * 

ic-sired philosophy could be removed* ' *° 01x1 this obstacle to their -v~ 

•ossibie; however, he wanted ManchesVr'i.fiil l ? r re ? lled Ulat 0,15 was entirely - r ‘ ; '' 7 
•■ person to be trolled and that fi‘ y “ ndorstend “at Khrushchev wa's not i 
■'he Director, at this ve, J C0,d *"<» mint " 7 

despite the fact thafhe had^cnovsW « ^xceflent fn'tf''"*!’ 8 0f 0,0 E "- UsI * '■ 
t aL times while on his visits to the United sC^i “ ‘ exc cn ent interpreter, with him • . 

•c- had always felt it better to kick Indian l CS U The . Director toId Manchester that : 5 
>’hile rather than to boo -lick ttem rZ n- ^ ™™bchev on the shins once in a 7 

asicaUy an oriental and t^t tnd;^ T . he director explained that Khrushchev was - - 

■?«4 ^ 

director replied in the negative! He sbted M h^h.L„ \ t- Cerem0nies * The ■* * ; 

dd:-d that he had issued instnfetions t£t prr MSS 5? Bn , St desk constantly. He . ... - 
eremonies by assisting Secret Service ac ' nne * Participate officially In the * ' 

Wroroign^rt “^5 *-» -W 

•senu ted been assigned to'.SSSSrt »£ t^rtutrt^l ' ^ 

•aw.edral, He further told Manchester ar y • St * Matthew*® .-.—a. 

learly a function of u“e fLc“ t ^co h^of sS,' 0 “? *•«*>*«• 

oc’e^A* ...i .-n- , ___ now ever, since the assasstnaKnn tlf A • * 



a ■» \ j.k § « . \ * • v *. 
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U Director, 10:10 a. m. , 6-4-64 





, v „ .. T . .. * ** t \;f P 3ir ? 1 reminded Manchester of hts previous statement to me that 
' ‘“A'. A 3 tte ' v ‘“ :e " C ' JS0 at a. m. Manchester thanked the Director twice • 

he was very appreciative cf the Director's cooperation 
- vk,.i.uc:aD .3 er.e taken from a busy schedule to bo of assistance. 



•• •• . P? D ; rcctor may desire to send the Attorney General the a tta ched’ letter 

vacaur.s tnat he had seen Manchester. ^ 
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